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Short Answer Q&A

. When did the bluebird population experience a steep decline?

. What two birds do scientists think were partly responsible for the bluebird decline?
. How did these two birds threaten the bluebird population?

. What conservation efforts helped the bluebird population recover?

. How do bluebirds keep their nests clean?

. How do the bluebird’s nesting habits differ from most other birds?

. Where can bluebirds usually be seen?

(Show-Me Standards: Goal 1.5)

Fast Fact

Waste removal is an important part of keeping
a crowded nest of baby bluebirds clean.

Like a number of other bird species, adult bluebirds
instinctively know that a necessary parenting duty is “poop”
clean-up, and parents meticulously remove waste from

the nest once offspring are born.

Besides cleanliness, a more important reason for removing waste
material is that the smell can attract predators to the nest.
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