SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

B o —
SCHOOLWIDE

(Meeting America’s Founding Fathers under the
section on the Constitution).

@ Have cach class memorize one portion of the
Preamble and then at a schoolwide assembly, each
class can present its part. A speaker could follow to © At aschool wide assembly, invite community
C E L E B RAT I N G explain what it means. members whose lives have been impacted by the
Constitution. For example, invite politicians who

6 Have a Constitution Bee. Invite students to learn .
o . rely on the Freedom of Speech to campaign and
about the Constitution, the Constitutional : .
v . o speak out on issues. Invite local newspaper
Convention and the signers of the Constitution

) o reporters and editors who rely on the Freedom of
and then hold a schoolwide competition for the . ’
Press to be able to criticize the government with-

constitutional championship. Direct students to out fear of being punished. Ask Civil Rights lead-

* * % % k¥ * * *¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ *x *x B Cu tioncenter.org (COTSHEREI ers to recount how the Constitution was the main

Timeline and Fast Facts) and to www.archives.gov vehicle for desegregating American society.

ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1787

the delegates at the Philadelphia Convention signed the

Constitution. The Constitution is the law of the land and 0 The Constitution has 27 amendments, which add Eighth Amendment—no cruel or unusual pun-
he d Fthat ] £ £ t O to the Constitution that was originally passed in ishment can be given to someone who is convict-
the documen at created our rorm ol government. Vur 1787. Some of these are: P -
constitution is the oldest written constitution of any
First Amendment—guarantees the Freedoms of 13th Amendment—outlaws slavery.

democratic country. Although the Constitution was not Religion, Press and Speech as well as the right to

I‘atlfled by the necessary nine Of 13 states ul’ltll May 29, Sign a petition asking the government to do some- fl'i‘;lziAs;::;dlt?]ZI;:_htglt‘;e\sloilel men, lnCIUdlng
1790, we celebrate every September 17 as Constitution thing and the right to meet together in groups in a ’ & :
Day in the United States. peaceful way. 19th Amendment—gives women the right to
. . Fourth Amendment—oprotects people from the vote.
In 2005, the Congress passed a bill and the President police searching them or their houses or cars 26th Amendment—Ilowers the voting age to 18.
] i i 1 iri ithout having some evidence that a crime has
Slgned 1t mabng italawr §qu1r1ng SC‘hOOI.S to celebrate ‘ijeen élomrr\llittf d g Which of these do you think is the most important?
Constitution Day. Public schools in this country : Choose one and write one or two paragraphs explain-
were founded to teach young people the rights and Fifth Amendment—says that people do not have  ing why you feel that way. Share it with your class-

to testify against themselves at a trial and that the  mates and be prepared to defend your choice.
government cannot take somebody’s land for a
highway or school unless the government pays
them for the value of the land.

responsibilities of citizenship.
0 Go to www.archives.gov website to the section on

Two websites to learn more about the Constitution, the the Constitution and then to the section on

men who wrote it and signed it and other interesting e " Meetin g
. : 5 0 ixth Amendment—says a person accused of a f the si f the Constituti dd rt
information are www.constitutioncenter.org and . ysa g : O T

crime must have a lawyer, a speedy trial and a on the signer for your classmates.

www.archives.gov. These websites, as well as trial by jury.
www.civiced.org and www.justicelearning.org ' )
provide some excellent activities for celebrating GRADE 7-9 GRADES 10-12

Constitution Day.

@ Read the Preamble to the Constitution. What do 0 When we think of rights in this country, we usual-

the various phrases mean? What provisions did ly look beyond the original Constitution and
the framers put in the Constitution to carry out the examine the Bill of Rights and subsequent amend-
WE THE PE OPLE purposes they talked about in the Preamble? How ments. However, there are some protections in the
is our current government striving to still carry original Constitution that guarantee some of our
OF THE UNITED STATES, out those purposes? rights. Define Writ of Habeas Corpus, Bill of
. . . Attainder, and Ex Post Facto Laws. Why did the
IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE © Read the Bll.l Of. Rightsathe LU .10 amendiis framers include these provisions? What has been
to the Constitution. Some call this document more tho Tk £ th isions? H -
PERFECT UNION, ESTABLISH JUSTICE, INSURE important than the original Constitution. Do you api)lilcsali)lrg t(()) dayise il it
disagree. Why? Which amendment do '
DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY, PROVIDE FOR TH BERSSA LT :
S QUIL £ £ you think is most important? Be prepared to O Divide the class into several groups and divide up
COMMON DEFENSE, PROMOTE THE GENERAL defend your position to your classmates. the parts of the original Constitution. Each group
should decide how to re-write its part, incorporat-
WELFARE, AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS 9 Send a letter from your class to your local news- y i
paper editor that lists some very important aspects ing bOtEAMERERCnts that I jagpssed Since
OF LIBERTY TO OURSELVES AND OUR of the Constitution, and invite the community to 1787 as well as key Supreme Court cases. Com-

bine the changes and see what the revised docu-
ment would look like. Keep in mind that none of
the current amendments, including the Bill of
Rights, should be necessary after the re-write.

take time on September 17 to reflect on the
importance of the Constitution.

POSTERITY, DO ORDAIN
AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION FOR
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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